Template letter to your Member of Parliament
Thank you for supporting our campaign to grow the co-operative economy.
A personal letter from a constituent is one of the most effective ways to influence an MP. This template is designed to help you get started, but please take a few minutes to make it your own.
Before you send your letter, we recommend adding:
· An introduction to your co-operative 
· What your co-operative does/who it serves 
· The difference it makes in your community or constituency 
The more personal your letter, the more impact it is likely to have.

Template

Dear [inset MP name]
I’m writing to you on behalf of [insert your co-operative’s name], a co-operative business here in your constituency, to ask for your help in making the case for policy that enables us to thrive.
With the change in Prime Minister, we want to restate the case for government’s manifesto commitment to double the size of the co-operative economy, which is vital to delivering the Prime Minister's vision for good growth, securing the essentials, empowering communities and reindustrialising the UK.
Co-operatives are businesses that are democratically owned and controlled by one or more stakeholder group (e.g. customers, workers, local community) and they trade for mutual and social purpose. With this model, we:
· Make an outsized contribution to UK GDP, while also sharing value, opportunity and power more fairly, building community wealth and leading on climate and the environment
· Increase the resilience of firms, supply chains, households and communities
· Empower communities and build social cohesion
· Secure control of essentials like housing, social care, financial services and the food system, offering viable alternatives where markets and extractive models are failing  
To find out more, read the Co-operative and Mutual Economy Report.
To unlock the UK’s co-operative potential, government can build on the strong foundations laid down in the first two years of this Parliament. The Local Power Plan, Pride in Place Strategy, and investment and reform for credit unions, already amount to the UK’s biggest ever investment in economic democracy. Here, our sector is a ready delivery partner, already providing guidance, toolkits, investment and development support. But our sector-funded programmes are under-resourced, oversubscribed and unable to meet rising demand.              
The new government has immediate opportunities to ensure ambitious               co-operatives can access the business support and raise the capital they need to reach their potential. This requires a modest shift in how existing public resources are used, following a recent Call for Evidence, and the first refresh of co-operative legislation since the Victorian era, following the current Law Commission review. And the government, and devolved authorities across the nation, can start to target the significant opportunities for co-operative impact in the food system, housing, care, foundational sectors, digital and manufacturing. With bold and decisive action on these fronts, government can enable us to thrive.  
Please, help us make this case to the new government. If you back us, we will deliver.  
Yours sincerely,
