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February 2023 

 
The Board of Directors of Co-operatives UK met on 1 February. A summary of the Board’s 
discussions and decisions can be found below.  
 
Meenaz Rashid 
Business Support Officer 
 
 
Operational Performance 
 
Our CEO, Rose, presented an update to the Board on recent activity which includes: 

• At the end of 2022, we had 971 co-ops in memberships and the renewal process 
continues until the end of this month. 

• We will be holding a high-profile Scottish Policy Summit in April 2023 with a keynote 
speech from the Minister for Community Wealth Building, Tom Arthur MSP, and content 
shaped by Scottish Government. This event will help our Scottish members engage with 
significant opportunities coming in 2023: a government review of how to grow the sector 
and a Community Wealth Building Bill. 

• Greater London Authority (GLA) had confirmed its allocation of £3m of its UK Shared 
Prosperity Fund (UKSPF) to business support for co-operatives, which Co-operatives UK 
plan to bid on. 

• We are talking to HM Treasury, members and partners, about the terms of reference for 
a possible review of Co-operative and Community Benefit Society law. We are also 
working with Federal bodies BSA, ABCUL and AFM to present a joint manifesto for the 
parties ahead of the general election. 

• Our new Greater London Ownership Hub programme commenced in January. This one-
year pilot will increase understanding of, and capacity to support, worker co-operatives 
and employee ownership in Greater London’s business support ecosystem. 

 
AGM Planning & Elections 
The Board agreed the high levels plans for our 2023 AGM, which will be held online and in 
person at 17:00 on Friday 16 June. The deadline for submission of member resolutions to the 
Society Secretary is 06 April.  
 
It was noted that this year we have five Board seats up for election, in the following categories: 

• Mixed Ownership 
• Consumer – Retail Consumer Co-operatives (national) 
• Enterprise Owned 
• Worker owned (x2 seats) 

 
 



 
 

Events 
Our annual Co-operative Retail Conference will take place at De Vere Cranage Estate in 
Cheshire from Friday 24 to Sunday 26 March 2023.  
Co-op Congress (& AGM) will take place on Friday 16 and Saturday 17 June 2023 and likely 
to be in Manchester. 
The National Youth Summit will take place on Wednesday 5 July 2023. Location to be 
confirmed. 
The Practitioners Forum 2023 has been confirmed and will take place on Thursday 23 
November 2023 at The Studio, Manchester. 
 
Holyoake House update 
The Board has been in discussions for some time about plans for the Holyoake House building. 
Current challenges including the ‘cost of living crisis’ driving up inflation, building material supply 
issues and labour shortages in construction have resulted in the estimated figure for 
refurbishment becoming difficult to ascertain and therefore it was agreed that any work will be 
deferred, while the team works to determine more exact costs and potential options for grant 
funding. 
 
International Co-operative Alliance (‘ICA’) Membership 
The Board supported a proposal for VME Co-op to become a full member of the ICA and 
receive a Co-operatives Europe vote. 
 
 
If you have any queries related to the details of this report or if you’d like to see us share this 
information in a different way then please email secretary@uk.coop. 
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